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Do you ever gat tired of George Waehington and Vall^ Forge? Abe 
lincoln and the Mancipation Proolamation? Eaniel Boone of bear killing 
fame? 

Little girls do sometimes. Not that -Uiera is ai^fthing boring 
about famcrus men. It is Just that girls IdenM^ irtth Martha, Kary 
and Rebecca, 

CJuster's Last Stand is a sad histoiy book evant and goiy* But tti© 
courting of H^iBabeth Bacon ^ ttie b^ general and their dmvimm ways 
of coirmuni cation in ^ite of parrotal objection are deli^tful. Girls 
can laugh ^iian BLi^abethj on the trail id'Ui her soldier husband and his 
troqpsj is awakened in the ni^t by a irn^e eating Uie straw bad on 



-rfiich ahe il^t in her wagon, ^ey ciii shad a te» over Daarj Dear 
U^-gy^ the fr^l love of f!ark ^min. And th^ can thriTL at ttie esg^loits 
of B#lla Boy&s just a girl herself and a for the Confederal. 

Ifartha Wadiington^ lAo left her eomf ortahle home to ^and ReTolu- 
tiona^ mntare with the tom^der of the Continental Arayj to knit, 
roU bandagesj and contort the ti^opSj has greater appeal for young 
f am^es th^ ttie CQimmder alone i?ith his thousands of ragged, bootless j 
hungry men. 

For a long time I ooi^lained that there vere too few exceUent 
biographies of women OT^itable for young girls. As libraid^ iJi a Lower 
Sohool for girls, 1 needed thrai. I started a eort of treasure bant, 
visiting other libraries, devouidng reoorrinended lists and reading all 
the biographies of fsm^es loitten idth Juvem^le readers^ in mlM I 
eould locate. I discovered maiy good books though still too few of the 
caliber of Lois Mills' S£ Young A_ Qiieeni Anne Colver's nieodosia^ 1* M# 
Almedlngen * s Katia, Adrien Stoutenburg^s Peart Dear Livya awd, e^eclally, 
Hith Painter R^dall's I titles, I Mai^f , ^ Jessiej I Ei^abeth j I Varina . 

Tlieie and a nurfDer of others are interesting enou^ to give girls 
who want to read "for fun." With neither a re^irfflient to read biography 
nor conditioning for it, most chU^dren wander about the fiction shelves 
when th^ are *^Just looking for a book . But in the last few yews the 
situation in our libimiy has chajjged. Now mainy students do much of their 
*^just looking'' in the biography section. 

Two of our teachers create libraiy rushei oorrparable to bae©nant 
bargain sales with a provocative sentence or i^o about a book or by 
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reading toe <^emng chapter. Tfeen these readings are from biograply 
the girls meat a new character or come to toow a famliar one batter* 

It is ea^ to interest a twelve year old in Jadmga ^o, ^en ehe 
was not much older^ was forced to be So Young A Qiiean md many a 
feared barbarian. And what conte^orary violence can rivri burning a 
country ' s heroine at toe stake? Young hearts are tender — usurily — • 
and go out in ^i^ati^ to Phlllis Iftieatl^^ a tii^ black girl auctioned 
naked wito a rcpm aroimd her neck on the slave blodc* And to^ are 
sobered by Anna FrMk's diaiy or the stoiy of Ifery Jemlson^ toe irtiite 
girl who grew up as an Indian* 

Biographies as history reinforce sociri staidiesp A majority of 
toe biographies of women for girls aimilable in this countiy concem 
Ameidcan women. A chronological sequence of sudi biographies^ begin- 
ning with Pocahontas and Mary Jemsonj Indian Captive^ irfio was bom on 
a boat bringing her parents to the New World^ down to toe present 
parallels toe nation* a stoiy. 

Rebecca Biyan Boone^ Wilderness Wlfej lived wito Eijilel in unex- 
plored Kentudgr* Narcissa t*Jhitman and her husbandj Marcus^ helped to 
open the Nortowest* Narcissa was one of the first two women to cross 
toe continent, 

Sta r laa of First Ladles of toe land add a personal touch to its 
histoiy* tortha Washington was bom in 1731« Several good biographies 
of her picture life in toe colonies and the Revolutionaiy struggla. 
Abigail Adtos lived torough a diffimilt period and had problems taking 
care of home^ farm and famijy whila John was helping to lay toe founda- 
tion of a new countiy. Dolly Madison added glamor to toe President's 
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'term just as Jacqueline Kenne^ did in recent years. Eie stoiy of 
Louisa J Abigedl's daughter-in-law md m-fe of Jolm ^in^ AdMS^ ehowe 
how intoraationri affairs of goveironent had becoine in the nation's early 
years. 

Onm of tiie mo it intimate accounts of prssidential life is Molly 
Garfield in the TOiite House written ^ Rutti Stroll-Brown Feisj daughter 
of Molly ^ fourtti child of ft'esldent ^d ii^B, Garfield, 

i Mary J ^ Bith Painter Randall^ teUs a more ^rn^athetic ato^ of 
>iry Todd Linoo^^s relationship mth her husbrod than some oUier accounts 
have done, liles Randall pictures them as reasonab^ coi^atibla and 
indicates that^ after his assassination irfien Jmiy's actions led pe^le 
to consider her cra^^ she had endured enou^ to cause a tenpora^ 
breakdown. 

1 Varinaj the l^e of Mrs. Jeffereoa tovis also hy Rith Painter 

Randall^ is a stoiy of the BSmB era from the Southem point of view. 

Other biographies of women center or touch on the slaveiy problem. 

Hiillis WheatL^'s story telli of diffiOTlties of blacks — both slave 
Bnd free " in Colonial times* Harrtet T\ibman excaped from slavery 
but returned to lead over thrae hundred pecmle to freedom by way of 
the underground railroad. SojouTOer toithj who ^ose her name to fit 
her mission^ was the first black woman to lecture publicly against 
slavery. Actress Fanry Keirible wrote irfiat Hater's Hagazine c^ied 
*the most powerful antlslavery book yet written.** 

Stories of Cleopatraj Catherine ttie Great j 1*41^^ ft'incess of ^angej 
both H-i^abeths and other rulers make hist03^ of the worldl outside oitt 
own county more personal than textbooks. 

5 

1 

*■ 

o ... 
ERIC 



Florence Holmes I^an 5 

A nrafeer of the biographfias jnentionadj wa mxit acirit to advora^tes 
of tee women >i movement^ are famed beDauae of relationaMp or marriage 
to promjient men. But most of the irtves of presidents j kingsj solc^ersj 
and a^^lorars carried out ttieir own respoMibilitles- 

Women pioneered^ not ordy as Narcissa "fetoitmaii wad Jessie Frraiont with 
their husbands in thm West^ but in fields lAere women had not ventured 
and were not "imntad tgr liie male pT:tolic* 

Elisdbeth Blacfcwell^ tiie first iraiM doctor^ was foUwed closelj' 
in tljfte by S^iz^eth Gari'&ttj ttie first woman doctor to Bigliaid, Qidiy 
Barringer was the first womaji aj^ulance si^geon* ^ 

No male chauTinist could belittle contelbutioM of Ilorenoe NightiJi- 
galOj Clara Barton^ and terie Curie. Edith CaveU ^ened the field of 
nursing in Belgium. Dorotoea Lynde DiK oaj^aip^d a3jaost alone for 
iiiproved care for the mentiily ail. Jana Addams establlrfied Hull House 
in a Chicago slum when social work had no defined sphere # Si the nine- 
teenth centu^ tory Kingsl^ paid her own way to Africa for advenfere 
and scientific exploration and even-taaUy lost h©r life 'Nhen she re tamed 
to serve as a nurse in the Boer War, 

Of course j there was ELlsabeth Ca^ Stanton^ a leader in the 
women's rights movement^ ^o ranted the Declaration of Independence to 
read that b11 men and women were created equal, Susiui B* ^thonyj a 
friend and associate of Qi^abettij wrked for rights for both women 
and black people. 

Ihe field of eAication offered less opposition to woii^n* Fattera 

for a Heroine I the lif g^sto^ of Rabeoca Qrat^ irtio lived fr: n 1781 to 
1869 tells that she ^rj^ted her life and resouroas to caring for 
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Florence Holmes %an 6 
children and edUM.ttag than. She eil^lishad the firit Sund^ School 
for J jwish ehlliran* Bany Acadencr and Bewy CoUege are rasid.ts of 
the wrk of J&rtha Barry iMo hmgan on a Georp.a pl^tation to inake 
education available to ttie poor- She Wante d to Read records the itiug^e 
of Maiy McLeod Bettmnaj a bla^ gl^l ^o nent from cotton patch to 
college president* lite Dou^as ¥iggin wriced Wjide^artens and 
traimjig of teachers in an era fdien eu^ progriuia ware be^jming^ and 
har 3jLf e sto^^ Ymira mtii Tj^rsp Kataj is aljiost as abaoibing as Rebecca 
of Sunrg^brook Farm* 

Biogr^hies of authors WiUa Catiier^ Edna St. Vincent Mill^j and 
Frances Hodgson Bimett mke Interesting readdjigj too. 

Katiaj originaUy publi^ed as Pie Story of a LitCa Girlj is 
totherine Almedingen's mitobiop^aphy reTlsed 1^ her preat^niecej E* M* 
Alme^ngen. Bie book esteblidied Catherine's refutation as a leading 
childi^'s witar* One aijrth grader ^ a selective reader^ caUad it the 
best book ^e had ever read. 

Eccept for l^^arie Antoinette ^ose noble moments came only at ttie 
pxiUotlne, Peg^ Shippen Aroold irtio likaly helped her husband in his 
ti^sasonous activities^ wd a few other endng ladies^ most biogi^hees 
are presented to the young as S'tem^jig on the side of ri^t if not as 
absolute models of btfiairiLor. 

niere is an overlaying of characters and altaatiohs from book to 
book* It is dell^tfulj after reading several biogr^hlesj to find a 
charaettr from one stoiy wCking into the pages of another. 

Bieodosla and Pattern for a Heroine i toe Life^^toiy of Rrtecca 
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Grats ^en >Aian George Washington ie coining to their re^active toimf j 
Ifew Tork Philadelphia, The girls are going to see haji* Althou^ 
Sieodoiia is only a hab^ Aaron BaTr insists she Mist go* Vashington 
&vang is menMoned briefly in books^ also* 

Theodosia^ in later ye^i, was frien^y witti Dolly todison mdj 
when Airon ^rr was in troable, att&^ted to gain the lirst Lacfy*s 
help for him* 

Abigail Adams was presented at court to ^i.rie Antoinette* The story 
of the AdMiB fami^ runs through biographias of both Abigail and Louisa. 

Contei^oraiy rebels against a ^st^i sou^t help from eaeh other in 
the ninetaentti oentAuy lAimn ^iim struggles were for women's ri^ts and 
agatost slavaiy as th^ do now mUi related efforts. 

Hizabeth Blackrall rfio beeama the first woman doctor in ^ita of 
tremendous ^position and Plorence Nightdjigale lAo made mrsing an 
acceptable ser\rica career for womeh became friends* Jensiy Lind gave a 
concert for the Mghtingale fund, md ^een Victoria^ who was m admirer 
of Jenny * supported the mrse ' s efforts * 

ai^abeto Blactafell's goal tms to have a hospital for woman staffed 
by women doctors* She tos delighted at the opportanily to meet liberal 
Fanny Kambla and h^ed to enlist the help of ttia actress who had been 
active in ihe anti-slavaiy crusade. 

Fanny Kemble listened to Dr, Blackwell and said a hospit^ for . - . 
woman was an excellent idea^ but that it should be staffed by women was 
pr^osterousi 

Dorothea I^nde imging her one wman war to lirprova conditions 
for the men-tolly ill^ succeedad in promottog the esteblishment of 
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thirty mBylmm for iiiiane in tiiis countjy and others abroad* She 
invsatigatad atroeities and gBvm prsaa and legielativa bodias reports 
on how the insane ware kept caged or in ohainB or in dark wst cellars 
with ra'te* Onm q£ ttie raforasrs to ^om she ^paried £ov help was V^* 
SBmimX Gridley Howe, ^olltionlst and toiehmnd of Julia Wart Howe- He 
founded Perils Institate for the Blind 'Hhere Laura Bridpnan^ daij and 
blind, ^ent most of her lifot .tone Sullivan was educatsd Uiara. When 
she left to become the teacher of Helen Keller^ she took witii her a 
doll for Helen -Uiat Laura Brid^an had toasaad, Perhapa it was because 
of the e35>erianoe of Howe mth Laura tliat Anne Sullivan was able 
to be so mioeeasful In teach^ Helen Keller* CTiild of the Silent 



Laura Bridpian«s stoiy, tte Silent Stom about Aime Sullivan Ma^, and 
any good biograp^ of ^ Helen Keller inake interesting reading contimity. 

Thm stories of ai^^etii Ca^ Stanton and Susan B* An-Haorgr are 
inseparable because the two TOricad togettier. 

Other charactara wander bidafly from book to book* Vfflien Dorothea 
^nde mx called on ftomas Hart Benton h^ing for hie political support 
for her hoipltal project, she found him at home mth his beautiful 
daughter, Jessie FrAnont. Invincible Louisa. Louisa J&y Alcott, was one 
of the volunteers who helped Mss Ox with nursing duties in the Ci^ 
V/ar. 

Becawse children absorb llteraiy values at the same tjjni they learn 
reading techMqpies mS. acquire elementary teowledf e, wrtttng for tiiam 
should Bl-myB be of the beat' possible qurii^* 

Some mithors, aimtng for rea^bili^, over sij^lijy wor^ «id ptoases 
until atrip the language of its natural flow* Die opening of one 
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biography is so lacking in rl^rttin that I almost closed the book. But 
■vrtien the aiithor forgot aboiit writing downij the sto^ was rewarding. 

Too mMy biogr^hies for children have a f acbiri approadi allowing 
little character developmentj reader Identification, or es^lamtion of 
why events oecurred as they did. Some titles with such limitations 
have value chiefly for information or readability for slow readers. 

Others str^ too far from fact. Biographies for young readers mist 
be honest although th^ raiy not necessarily include the whole tmiJi or 
nothing but Him truth, should be basicCLly faotuaa, but details 

of Marie Antoinette's aimisements, unfu.thfulness of Famy Keutole's 
husband, and political and court intrigues can be postponed. Die 
trutti, slightly einbelllshed or ficMonaliged, is acceptable as long 
as it remains in the probable realm for both person and era and includes 
only fleshing out of skeletal knowledge to make the sto^ crane alive. 

It Is not too difficult for a biographer to imagine, wltii .alp of 
diaries, other original sources and reliable histories, what Queen 
If^ictoria mi^t have said to Melbouwie In l8la. But it Is rash for a 
biographer to attribute an unrecorded sentence or gesture to Queen 
aizabeth II. As a result of mah limtatlons muty biographies of 
limng subjects read like collected lte»» from magazines and new^apers, 
which th^ migr be, 

A wiping Of truth is n«er essential. One biogr^hy of Marthe 

Washington - not included in the bibllograpl^r pictures tte Sresi- 
denfs ^fa as having an overdeveloped sen.e of Infertori^ in the 

presence Of the glamorous Sall^ .airfa.. Co author at^butes Martha. s 

feelings to her matronly piunmnesH 'J*,^ % , 

^ Piwpness . ae book was written several years 
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ago -rtien histortans were suggesting Washington 'i emotions were more 
th^ nel^borly wOTntti for Sal^, but no relationihip was 

mentioned in the blogr^ligr. 

Classification of borderline fiction/true stories about pe^la is 
difficult. Mtoorlties disagree* Strict Library of Congress classifi- 
cation may call a book fiction ttiat is considered biogr^hy ty H* W, 
liaison^ Baker & TBylor^ or other c^d supplier * For lower schools the 
lenient classifioation is acc^ table. 

Frequent^ I suggest to young readers that th^ check biogr^hies 
against an an^Dlopedia or biographical dictionaiy for two puiposeSj 
to verify facte and to organise those facts in ^ronological sequancs* 

Most of "toe best biographies of women for glrlB begin with early 
years of the subject, l^hen a young reader becomes interested in the 
life stoiy of another girl near her omi agCj her identification can 
follow through life to old age and even deatJi, Few good biographies 
for girls begin -rfien the blographee is alrea^ grown uiJLess there is 
a backflash to chil&ood* 

Not strangely^ M overwhelming majority of the biographies considered 
were written ty women* 

Admittediy I have one litUe girl witti blonde hair and big glasses 
\Aio is a toiiel Boone fan and anoiJiei^ lAio never tires of Abe and George* 
But most girls prefer to read about |lrls in biogr^hy as well as in 
fiction . 

We are not t^ing to recruit flitore activists for the women's 
movMent, We supplying matert^ to satisfy reader Interest and 
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reinforos the candoul'uin. And our studante have found friends in 
Varlnaj KatiSj ttieodosiaj Rebeaca md Maiy Bnd Vmx'thSL^ Willaj Jeisiej 
Jadwiga and a host of ottier aDOOi^lished women who flret ^pear ai 
little girls mth >ftom other gtole can as^tolieh an identlfioation* 
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